
ARISPE LAB ALUMNI 
 

POST-DOCTORAL FELLOWS 
 

Trainee While in Arispe Lab 
 

Current Position 

Onika Noel, M.D., 
Ph.D. 

2010-2014 Surgery, Resident, UC Davis 

Josephine Encisco, 
M.D. 

2007-2017 Pediatrics, UCLA Health 

Aditya, Shirali, M.D. 2015-2017 Surgical Resident, UCLA Health 

Safiyyah Ziyad, Ph.D. 2015-2017 Research Associate, UCLA 

Anais Briot, Ph.D. 2010-2015 Faculty, INSERM, Toulouse, France 

Carmen Warren, 
Ph.D. 

2010-2013 Scientist, Agensys, Inc. 

Antoni Torres-
Collado, Ph.D. 

2010-2013 Scientific Advisor, GOC Networking 

Justine K. Walker, 
M.D. 

2010-2011 Asst. Professor, Rady Children’s Hospital, 
University of California, San Diego, CA 

Ann Zovein, M.D. 2003-2010 Asst. Professor, Cardiovascular Research Inst., 
UCSF 

Sunyoung Lee, Ph.D. 2001-2008 Adjunct Professor, Sanford/Burnham/Prebys 
Medical Discovery Institute 

Minako Hashimoto-
Partyka, Ph.D. 

2002-2006  

Alfonso Luque, Ph.D. 
 

2000-2005 Investigator Miguel Servet, Instituto de 
Investigacion en Enfermedades Raras (IIER)-ISCIII 

Arnaud Monvoisin 2002-2005 Asst. Professor, University of Poitiers, France 
Sonia Hernandez-
Barrantes, Ph.D. 

2002-2003 Asst. Professor, 
University of Costa Rica 

Juan Carlos 
Rodriguez–

Manzaneque 

1997-2002 Group Leader en GENYO,  
Granada, Spain 

Karol Watson, M.D. 1998-2000 Assoc. Professor, UCLA Medicine –  
Endocrinology, Diabetes & Hypertension 

Maria Ortega, Ph.D. 1994-1998 Molecular Biology Specialist,  
Applied Biosystems Madrid, Spain 

Sang Hoon Lee, Ph.D. 1994-1997 Head of Bio Division, Hanwha Chemicals, 
Korea 

Michael Graubert, 
M.D. 

1995-1997 Fertility Specialist, Palmetto Fertility Center 
Miami/Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Jose Luis Alonso, 
Ph.D. 

1994-1996 Instructor in Medicine, Massachusetts  
General Hospital, Boston 

 
 
 
GRADUATE STUDENTS 
 

Onika Noel, M.D., 
Ph.D. 

2010-2014 Surgery, Resident, UC Davis 

Courtney Domigan, 
Ph.D. 

2007-2014 Associate, Deallus Consulting 



Huanhuan (Mahsa) 
He, Ph.D. 

2010-2013 Professor at Sun Yat-Sen University, Zhuhai, China 

Lauren Goddard, 
Ph.D. 

2008-2013 Postdoctoral Fellow, University of Pennsylvania 

Taylor Lu Visiting Student 
2013-2014 

  Medical Student IV, Duke Univ. 

Jeanine Roodhart, 
M.D. 

Int’l. Student 
2009 

Dept. of Medical Oncology, University Med. 
Center Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Florian Milde, Ph.D. Int’l.  Student 
2009-2010 

Software Engineer/Consultant Med. Development 
Noser Engineering AG, ETH Zurich 

Kirsten Turlo, Ph.D. 2005-2011 Lecturer, UCLA 
Ricardo Hernandez-

Garcia 
Int’l. Student 

2010 
CINVESTAV, Pharmacology, Mexico 

Jennifer Hofmann, 
Ph.D. 

2004-2009 Faculty, Concordia Univ., Austin, TX 

Tom Chen, Ph.D. 2002 - 2009 Scientist, Regeneron 
Chad Barber, Ph.D. 2003-2008 Asst. Prof., California Lutheran Univ. 
Jackelyn Alva, Ph.D. 2000-2005 Scientist, UCLA  

Nathan Lee 1999-2006 Principal Scientist, Pfizer Pharmaceuticals 
Thomas Murphy 1999-2003 Scientist, Pfizer, Inc. 
Darren Carpizo, 

M.D., Ph.D. 
1999-2003 Assoc. Prof. of Surgery, Rutgers Robert Wood 

Johnson Medical School, NJ 
Shelley Thai, Ph.D. 1998-2004 Assoc. Professor of Biology,  

Glendale Community College, CA 
Francisca Vazquez, 

Ph.D. 
1995-1998 Senior Scientist, Broad Inst., and Dana-Farber 

Cancer Institute 
Stephen P. Russo, 

DMD MS 
Dental Student 

1997-1998 
Periodontics, LLC, Chicago IL 

 
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 
 

Kelly Gu Undergrad 
2015-2017 

Graduated B.S., UCLA 

Angela Eun Jin Park Undergrad 
2015-2017 

Graduated B.S., UCLA 

William Jones Undergrad 
2014-2017 

Graduated B.S., UCLA 

John O’Fee Undergrad 
2015-2016 

Graduated B.S., UCLA 

Victoria Lee Undergrad 
2014-2016 

Graduated B.S., UCLA 

Tiffany Lim Undergrad 
2103-2016 

Graduated B.S., UCLA 

Dai Nguyen Undergrad 
2015-2016 

Graduated B.S., UCLA 

Karen Hoi Undergrad 
2014-2015 

Graduated B.S., UCLA 

Dana Song Undergrad 
2014-2015 

Graduated B.S., UCLA 
 

Kristine Huynh Undergrad 
2012-2014 

Med. Lab. Technician, St. Francis Med. Ctr. 
Los Angeles, CA 

Ryan Freshman Undergrad 
2011-2014 

Medical Student II,  
Northwestern Univ., Chicago, IL 

Michael Rale Undergrad Grad. Student – Oltz Lab 



2012-2014 Washington Univ., St. Louis 
Vaspour Antanesian Undergrad 

2012-2014 
Graduated B.S., UCLA 

Amy Ton Undergrad 
2009-2012 

Medical Student II, UCSF 

Jake Lichterman Undergrad 
2011-2012 

Lab Asst II, Lab of Dr. John Lu 
Cedars Sinai Medical Center 

Maryanne Ibrahim Undergrad 
2011-2012 

Medical Student IV, UCLA 

Michael Daniel Undergrad 
2010-2012 

Medical Student  

Howard Lo Undergrad 
2010-2011 

CoFounder – Zlass / 
Investor at Duuck and DeluxSpa 

Yilan Shi Undergrad 
2010-2011 

Applications and Validation Scientist for Cell Biol. 
Bio-Rad, San Francisco, CA 

Danielle Cortez CSUN Master’s 
Student 2010-2011 

Completed Master’s - CSUN 

Jason Scapa Undergrad 
2008-2010 

M.D., UCLA 
 

Roshni Vora Undergrad M.D. – Univ. of Cincinnati College of Medicine 
Resident – UCLA Anesthesiology 

Aaron Der Undergrad 
2008-2010 

M.D. – Boston Univ.,   
Fellowship training at UCLA 

Ryan Ponec Undergrad 
2008-2010 

Resident Physician, 
UCLA 

D’Juan Farmer Undergrad 
2008-2010 

Graduate Student, UCSF 
McManus Lab 

Huilin Koh Undergrad 
2008 

Medical Student 

James Garritano Undergrad 
2008-2009 

Grad Student, Medical Imaging Informatics/ 
UCLA Bioengineering Department 

Xi Xue Undergrad 
2008-2009 

Graduated Temple Univ., School of Medicine 
Currently Fellow at UCLA 

Marie La Russa Undergrad 
2008-2009 

Grad Student – UCSF Biomed. Sciences Program, 
Qi Lab, UCSF 

Lauren Sanchez Undergrad 
2005-2008 

Graduated UCLA Med. School 2014 

Michael Safaee Undergrad 
2007-2008 

Resident, UCSF  
Dept. of Neurological Surgery 

Kevin Chen Undergrad 
2007-2008 

Resident Physician, Ophthalmology 
New York University 

Stephanie Lauw Undergrad 
2005-2011 

Medical Student IV,  
Downstate SUNY Med. Center 

Nancy Allen Undergrad 
2004-2005 

MD/PhD Student, Yale University 
Lab of Rusian Medzhitov  

Nita Nayak, M.D. Undergrad 
2003-2004 

Fellow & Clinical Instructor, Body Imaging at 
Stanford University School of Medicine 

Shahla Jilani Master’s Student 
2000-2003 

Physician, Unity Health Care,  
Washington D.C. 

Minh-ha Do Undergrad 
2000-2002 

Principal Scientist, Tyr Pharma 
San Diego, CA 

Ganka Douglas Undergrad 
2000-2001 

Ph.D. – UCLA 
Sr. Clinical Scientist, GeneDx 

 



FACULTY / VISITING SCHOLARS 
Josephine Enciso, M.D. 2007-2014 Assoc. Clinical Prof., Assoc. Dir. – Neonatal Perinatal 

Med. Prog., UCLA Peds. Neonatology 
Andrea Monte Alto Costa, 

Ph.D. 
International Scholar 

2010-2011 
Assoc. Professor,  Rio de Janeiro State University 

Robert A. Ruelaz, M.D. 1997-1997 Cardiologist,  
Glendale Adventist Medical Center 

 


